DEBT- THE MJ$I CAL

WRI TTEN BY LESLI E M LDI NER
SONGS: TODD BUTLER

SCENE_ONE

Band pl ays the Debt Overture...then
appropriate nusi c under: Light picks
out SPIKE our Narrator: He |ounges
outside a stylized ATM nmachi ne: A
QU TAR CASE | ays open, but he nakes
no effort to play the instrunent.

He addresses the audi ence.

SPI KE
....There's sonme consi derable
di sagreenent anong soci al scientist
as to when, exactly, noney passed
from being a nere conveyance of human
desire into the object of al
desire...

Up on: A MLD LOOKI NG MAN, kicking the bejesus out of the
ATM MACHI NE. This goes on for a nonent

MAN' S VO CE
Bastard! Shit! Ass-hole!! Hey!...

SPI KE
...Some specul ate - the Mddl e Ages -
after the Separation of State and
Chur ch. .

MAN
(To Machi ne) Fuckin' Jesus Christ...!!

SPI KE
...Prior to this, the distribution
of coins was adm nistered by priests -
the belief being: Coins were nerely
a synbol of good Christian intent
bet ween the buyer and the seller...

MAN
G ve nme ny noney!!
Shi t pi ssfucki nbast ard!!

SPI KE
...Ohers feel our real problens
began with the nore recent - in

historic terns - advent of "consumer
credit"...



SONG IT'S A RENTAL

ATM MAN suddenly bursts into song)

Yeah, c¢' non!

.l'"'ma sucker for a sale and every mail-order gi mm ck
they're all

got every kind of credit-card,
maki ng paynments down at Zell ars,
far

behind with VISA, nade ne throw ny card away,

|'ve
over the limt,
paynments at The Bay, so
they're

taking nme to court,
my best, so | better

gonna sue ne for the loot, |
rent a suit!

wanna | ook

PASSERSBY STCOP TO SI NG

It's a rental -

Cast

How Can you get ahead

Musi ¢ conti nues under

It's a rental -

can't afford to buy!

can't afford to buy!

LAWER W FE

Credit: The

ability to buy a product

or service at today's price -but pay

in the future.

SPI KE
Credit: the bane of npbdern exi stence:
Up until say - the late 17th century -

if you were poor you knew just where

you stood. You m ght be honel ess
and mal nouri shed, but at |east you
didn't have bills to pay. But with

the introduction of Credit, you

coul d

now be crippled by di sease and debt.

And fromthen on....

ATM MAN
W were all royally - fucked!
MAN
(sings)
Rental paynments on ny TV, renta
paynents on ny car,
LI NES
Paying rent for this apartnment, paying
rent for this guitar, renting video's

and CD s can't afford to buy 'em

new, occassionly I'mlonely, so

rent a friend or two, naking paynents

on ny stereo

you need every penny to survive?

as a Stylish SHOPPI NG WOMAN trots by)



SPI KE

Paynents on ny heat -

ALL
Al ny noney goes to paynents, and |
can't afford to eat!

It's a rental! - can't afford to buy!

It's a rental! - can't afford to buy!

How can you get ahead you need every penny to survive..?
(MUSI C CONTI NUES UNDER

SPI KE
Debt - recognizing the danger signs:
You use your credit card as a
necessity - rather than a conveni ence.

ACTOR MOM
You continually borrow noney to make
it to Pay-day -

SPI KE
You only manage to pay the interest
on your bills -

GREG (The Witer)
So they never get any smaller -

SPI KE
Your wages have been garnished to
pay outstandi ng debts and you're
getting harassed by creditors -

MJURDOCH
Who' ve hired Col l ection Agents to
recover noney for them

SPI KE
- Wo threaten to take your car
television, furniture

ACTOR MOM
And House

SPI KE
Uility conpani es have cut off
service, and you're w thout essenti al
servi ces such as Gas..

WOVAN
LI GHTS -



SEX: Cacophony of ringing phones: They all SCREAM i n
frustration..)

| TS A RENTAL ( CONTI NUED)

Shared |ines

.l was raised up in this country, | was brought up in this
town, now | can't even afford to buy even a tiny piece of
ground, | ain't got a down-paynent, | ain't got no hope at
all, 1"ve been laid-off, I've be paid off,

|"ve been fucked against the wall, and sone billionaire
| nvestor who is living overseas, buys a place in Canada,

AND RENTS I T OQUT TO M -

It's a rental - can't afford to buy!

It's a rental - can't afford to buy!

How can you get ahead when you need every penny to survive?
It's a rental - can't afford to buy!

|'s a rental - can't afford to buy!

How can you get ahead you need every penny to survive!

Spot picks out a COUPLE - The Murdochs. He answers his cel
phone:

The ATM Man becones - MR BELASCO Col |l ecti on Agent)

BELASCO
(To audi ence) The Gol den Rul e of
Debt Col | ections: never allow yourself
to have an enotional response to the
debtors excuses for non-settlenent.
You don't wanna hear the debtor's
whol e goddamm |ife story. You just
want the noney! Fromthe First Call,
we have to establish two things

BELASCO ( CONT' D)

M Bal asco here - "Canadi an
Collections". I'mcalling about
your outstanding bill of (reads)

three hundred, forty-seven, fifty-
three, to Term nal Auto Repairs.
M. Mirdoch, are you aware this bil
is ten nonths overdue?



MURDOCH
Yes, | am..Look - we're on our way
to pick up our kids ...could you
call back later...?

BELASCO
- When can we expect paynment M.
Mur doch?

MURDOCH
(Looks round, enbarrassed) Look,
things are pretty tight right now ..

BELASCO
When do you expect themto | oosen
up?

W FE
- Who is it?

MURDOCH
(Covers the phone) Collections..the
car. (To phone) Sorry...what?

BELASCO
When do you expect to be 'fluid
agai n?

MJURDOCH
"Fluid" ? Look, I.. If I knew
that...um- | dunno, a couple of

nmont hs maybe, |I..
BELASCO

|"mjust trying to sort this thing
out . It isn't that nuch M Mirdoch
You nmust have someone who can | end
you the noney -

MURDOCH
Well, how about you |l end ne the noney?

BELASCO
This isn't about nme M Mirdoch.
It's about you doing the right thing

MURDOCH
| don't have anyone | can borrow
from okay? |[|'mtapped out.

BELASCO
Believe me M Murdoch, | know where
you're comng from The spouse, the
kids, the famly situation - | do
see that, but | also know, you don't
( MORE)



BELASCO ( CONT' D)
want this thing hanging over your
head.

MJURDOCH
| don't have the noney!

BELASCO
Letting this bill go won't help the
situation. This could seriously
effect your credit rating. There
nmust be someone you can go to.

MURDOCH

There's no one | can go to - get it?
BELASCO

VWll, | gotta be honest M Murdoch...

think it's pretty pathetic that you
don't have one friend in the world

who' Il lend you three hundred and
fifty bucks -

MURDOCH
Piss of f!

BELASCO

(Pause. d ance at

audi ence and Spi ke))
Ckay | went too far with the
"pathetic" bit. But...A ways renenber
you have one objective. And what is
that objective? P.1.F - In Full!
Goddamm right! ..

((MUSI C STARTS)
Over the music, Barry Wiite style:)

BELASCO ( CONT' D)
To help ne out here, right about
now, I'd like to introduce a couple
of associ ates from Canadi an
Collections....first up, a "veteran"
of Residential Accounts for over
ei ghteen nonths - Ms Cheryl
Fairfield...!

Agent CHERYL noves up to first mc)

BELASCO ( CONT' D)
And from Retail & Business, the new
kid on the block with energy to burn,
all the way from Chilliwack BC, M
Tanya Dynthuck!. ..



TANYA, GOES TO SECOND M C)
PAYMENT | N FULL

(Si ngs)
This is nothing personal M. Jones,
you just need to make good on your
out st andi ng | oans

CHERYL
We can work it out together, we can
make a sweet deal

TANYA
Wthout this on your head think hoew
much better you will fee

BELASCO
About yourself and the exanple you
are setting for your kids, |'ve got

several of my own, hey there's no
shanme in what you did, are you broke,
are you working' ?

TANYA
Don't give nme any bull, "Cos what
need fromyou is nothing less..."
ALL
Than Paynment In Full!
CHERYL
| will call you in the nmorning,| wll

call you late at night,whatever it
is gonna take for ne and you to nmake
it right,

TANYA
You have an obligation to do the
right thing, don 't interrupt the
conversation, can't you see |'mtrying
to sing?

CHERYL
This is really nothing personal, M.
J, cough up all the dough, you know
"1l go away, | know every little
trick, so don't try to pull the wool,
what | need fromyou is nothing
| ess. ..

ALL
Than Paynent |In Full



ALL ( CONT' D)
Paynment in Full, nothing matters to
me, than tracking down you people
who think everything is free, here
is the thing, here is howit's gonna
be, Paynment In Full...is the only
way..You're gettin' rid of ne

ALL ( CONT' D)
PAYMENT | N FULL!

SCENE_TWO.

THE WRITER - GREG He steps out fromthe ATM | ooks
pathetically at his receipt, addresses the audi ence)

SPI KE
All Geg ever wanted to be a was a
Witer. And he had a whole story-
[ ine concocted about that: "Witers
wite. And while they wite, they
survive anyway they can: They live
off their parents, famly and friends,
they go on welfare, they take sporadic
shit jobs.

GREG
SOUNDED GOCD TO ME - I N OTHER WORDS -
SOUND MONEY NMANAGEMENT WAS FOR
WANKERS! | T SOUNDED SO GOOD TO ME,
THAT | COULD MAKE | T SOUND GOCD TO
OTHER PEOPLE - ESPECI ALLY WOVEN
AND | MET ONE OF THESE WOMEN AND V\E
GOT' MARRI ED

SPI KE
AWY WAS ONE COOL CHI CK.  SHE WASN' T
WORRI ED ABOUT MONEY - WELL, NOT AT
FI RST, ANYWAY.

GREG
AMY HAD ONE OF THOSE VERY WEST COAST
H PPI E UPBRI NG NGS - YOU KNOW W TH
PARENTS WHO | NSI ST THEI R KI DS CALL
THEM BY THEI R FI RST NAMES...

CRCSS FADE TO AMY' S HI PPl E PARENTS:
H PPl E DAD

(Smoking a joint) | got no truck
with | abels..



HI PPl E MOM
(Taking a toke) We think parents
shoul d be "friends" to their kids
before they're authority figures...

H PPl E DAD
Yeah. .

GREG
(Coughing on the snoke) ..But even
wi th that background, she still
expected us to have 'savings', she
coul d never say how much, just that
we shoul d have 'savings'.

Enter AMY - VERY late 80'S, early 90's:
AW

(Srmoking) Do you realize we don't
have any savi ngs?

GREG
What do we need savings for at our
age?
AMY
Suppose sonet hi ng happened?
GREG
Li ke what ?
AMY
Like - a heart attack.
GREG
Who' s?
AMY
Yours.
GREG

l"monly twenty-FOUR!

AW
...Sonmething else then...an
energency...a crisis. \Wat would we
do about it if we don't have any
savings. Wat if we really need
somnet hi ng?

GREG
VWhat el se can we need?

AW
(Looks round) Everything..?

(Scrutinizing him



AWY ( CONT' D)
You know this: Jack- Karouac-don't
t hi nk- about- noney- a witer-wites-
and -fuck everything-else- |ike
responsi bility- because- he has a
hi gher calling TH NG you have?

GREG
Yes?
AW
Not cool. W need to pay sone bills.

You need to get a job.

Enraged - he waves sone typing paper around.

GREG

| have a job
AW

A real one, |like mne.
GREG

You hate yours. You're saying this
because you're a hypocrite. You

wanna be hip and cool, and..and "edgy' -
but really, you wanna be just I|ike

your Mom and Dad!

AW
- (flat) I'msaying this because |
like to eat...

GREG

(Speechl ess) Yeah...?

AMY
And so do you. And you woul dn't
W t hout ne.

Turning to | eave.

AWY ( CONT' D)
It'Il be good for you to 'bottom
out”
GREG
(still speechl ess)
Huh!

GREG ( CONT' D)
Not | ong after - She announced she'd
met soneone el se.



11.

AW
Look...it's a bumrer, | know....but,
it's just | feel I'm
nore...financially conpatible with
Zol tan. ..

GREG

(Shouts after her) Zoltan!? (As she
goes past himwith a suitcase) You're
l eaving me in ny funky basenent suite
for some boring guy who |ives above
ground | evel ! ?

SHE SHRUGS, LEAVES

SPI KE
So, with his wfe gone - out of
vengeance, he enbraced the whol e
..Kerouac thing - conpletely.

GREG
| WAS struggling, but things were
nmovi ng ahead: | was starting to nmake
good contacts, selling sone articles
and stories.. | wasn't exactly poverty
stricken, but I wasn't making tons
of dough either: | noved into an
even | ower basenent suite, borrowed
sone furniture and sold ny '84 Hyunda
Pony....(Beat) But I WAS witing:
But the truth was, | making a quarter
of what he needed to survive -and
the bills started to pile up agai nst
MY basenent suite door like - like a
Yukon snowdrift. ..

GREG ( CONT' D)
Sings: GREG S MONEY LANENT

A NI CELY TURNED- QUT COUPLE - Sam and Phil - step out fromthe
ATM

SPI KE
Say hello to Samantha: ... Pay- Day
gets her just enough noney to pul
her out of her Over-Draft, but a few
days later she's right back into it.
She's al ways conpl etely broke. O
course, nobody believes her. Probably
because nost years she earns over
$80, 000. . .



SAM
(Embarrassed gl ance
at Spi ke: To audi ence)
That's fromtwo jobs of course - |
had to take the second one to
subsidi ze all ny debts.

SPI KE
She's a production supervisor for an
big Ad Agency.that's her first job...

PH L
But she al so works at a Consi gnnent
Store called Dun That Duds

SAM
(Beat: An even weaker smle: Aside)
| CAN T stop spending. Watever |

want, | buy. It's been |ike that
since ny teens. | know | have a
"problent, | do. But | can't tel
anyone. Not in ny circle. So |
live alie. | lie to everyone. |

NEVER have any noney. At the office
' m al ways borrow ng pens, or pads

or paper clips...and nake a joke of
it. Borrow a few bucks for a sandw ch
and sal ad...nmake a joke of that:

".... I've left ny bank card at hone -
AGAIN' No one seens to notice.

Maybe every one in the office is

like ne. Living alie - soit's too
unconfortable for themto acknow edge
my lie (Beat) | CAN T stop spending.
(Beat) | suppose it's sonething
Freudi an or Jungi an, or

sonet hing...you see - | deserve these
things. That's what | tell nyself,
| deserve all this stuff | buy. [I'm

different, |'m special...Nobody
deserves all these goodies nore than
Samantha - that's what | tell nyself.
And that's what | believe.....

GREG
But then - out of the blue, a letter
arrives fromCredit Bank -

( SPI KE DELI VERS I T)

GREG ( CONT' D)
- Telling nme there's a Credit Card...

SPI KE
Wth a $5000 pre-approved |ine of
credit -

12.
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GREG
- wth ny nane on it, waiting for ne
in Toronto.

SAM

O course, the Banks never nake it
any easier. The nore noney | seened
to owe them the nore noney they
seened willing to give ne - they
were always offering me Credit
Cards. ..

Agai n, Spi ke delivers the card)

SPOTLI GHT UPSTACE: A couple of suited Credit Card Conpany
Executives:)

EXECUTI VES
(Sing: Conmerci al
Jingle:)

...Metro Credit, Metro Credit trust
your friends at Metro Credit!

Jingle nmusic continues under.... Samrips open HER envel ope,
reads)
SAM
- Al I had to do was sign the

agreenent and the card would arrive
in less than ten days...

EXECUTI VE
....You'll find our Terns are quite
el astic..

A shapely woman dressed as a CREDI T CARD shinm es up al ong
side them - way-over-the-top suggestive!)

2ND EXECUTI VE
- Go ahead - abuse our 'plastic'!

GREG
...No one in their right mnd should
have given nme a credit card! But it
turned out:

SEXY CARD
(Pressing against hin You're credit
rating is "A 1"

GREG
How can that be? [|'mconpletely
br oke!



SEXY CARD
Easy "sweet cheeks" - you've never
used your CREDI T

SONG

SAM
(sings)

There's a feeling that you get, that
you can only get fromplastic. Light
Anot her cigarette, 'cos it feels so
fantastic! You know you can't resist
the life that you' ve been dream ng
off - now that you' re Head over heels -
in Plastic Love!

SAM ( CONT' D)

(sings)
G ve into your your obsessions, your
secret valentine go on, push it to
the limt girl, who knows how hi gh
you'll clinmb. - shed your inhibitions
it's guilty pleasure tine, now that
you' re head over heels in Plastic
Love

CARD

(To GREG, Britney

Spears style)
Slide me in slowmy, then pull ne out
fast - | know what it takes to satisfy
you, know how to make it last, a
shi ver of subservience you're |o0o0sing
all control, | won't stop till your
40, 50 grand in the hole..

SPI KE

(H p hop style)
It's all about ne and you're nothing'
w t hout me, just some broke white
trash, mddl e class, using cash, | am
| egiti macy and every fantasy becones
reality, me -I'mM OAC, I'mM in-
between try and rent w thout ne you'l
see what | nean, | know what you do
and just where you' ve been, your
need for ne has becone obscene, can't
make up for everything you | ack once
you' ve had plastic, you'll never go
back

(BRI TNEY SPEARS STYLE:)

SAM
So use ne baby, slap nme down, WAnna
be your slave all over town |I'm

( MORE)

14.



SAM ( CONT' D)
flexible and there's no shane, you
user nme baby a-nd cry out your own
nanme! Use ne baby, slap ne down

ALL
| T's a feeling that you get, that
you only get fromplastic, |ight

anot her cigarette, it feels sooo
fantastic, you know you can't resist
the life that you' ve been dream ng
of, now that you're head over heels,
head over heels, head over heels

ALL ( CONT' D)
I n PLASTI C LOVE!

THREE end up in an orgasm c heap, spent
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