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TEASER
I NT. TRAILER -- NI GHT

VWE PAN the walls of this nonedescript TRAILER Peeling
POSTERS i ndi cate the abode of a circus perfornmer of
sone kind. |Indeed, we nove in on one for: MEPH STO -
MASTER OF THE BEASTS - slick-haired, tuxed up -
surrounded by WLD ANI MALS. Fromthe poster, we

nove towards the BED. Here snores the great Mephisto
hinself, far less inpessive in real life.

He snorts, turns over, and SCREANS:

From his POV: A SNAKE - hissing, viciously inches
fromhis head. Mephisto regains conposure, grabs
t he SNAKE by t he head.

MEPHI STO
How t he heck did you get out?

He | eans over the bed, pulls open the |id to a heavy
w cker BASKET: [|nside Three MORE Snakes rear to life.

MEPHI STO ( CONT' D)
(nonchal ant)
- Settle down guys...

He curls the wandering snake in anongst the others,
closes the lid. He's about to buckle the straps,

but pauses, thinking of something. He reaches up to
a shelf in which a dozen or so WHHTE M CE scurry in
GLASS CAGE. HE dips into it, grabs a rodent - tosses
that into the basket.

MEPHI STO ( CONT' D)
(Buckling the straps)
Now, can we all get sone sleep?
W' ve got two shows t omor ow.

He fl ops back on the bed. Suddenly, eyes wde - he

| ets out another SCREAM This screamis stifled by
CRONUS' S HAND over his nouth. Mephisto nmakes a notion
to bolt, but is frozen with fear as Cronus nenacingly
rai ses his Sl CKLE.

CRONUS
(Taking in the snake
basket and nouse
cage)
Quite the 'Doctor Dolittle' aren't
we? ood. ..
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Wth that: Cronus raises his sickle. As the weapon
rises, so does the terrified man - as if rising on a
unseen stretcher, bed clothes slipping off in md-
air.

CRONUS ( CONT' D)
- Perhaps you'd |ike to converse
with sonme ot her ani mal s?

A tw st of Cronus's hand, and Mephisto is envel oped
by a pulsating tunnel of light. He responds as if
bei ng el ectrocuted.

VEPHI STO
Ar gggghhh!

Cronus drops his hand, and Mephisto crashes back
down onto the bed, drenched in sweat - eyes,
glimrering trance-1iKke.

CRONUS
Nowt

Under a spell, Mephisto bolts upright, turns to the
| ook down at the snake basket:

MVEPHI STO
(in ANClI ENT GREEK)
Come ny beauties!!

THE BASKET: Bucks, rolls and splinters. The snakes,
forcing their way out on his command. Like obedi ent
guard dogs, they sway, heads together - H SSI NG

CRONUS
(smling)
Good. . . good!

OVER TH' S: SFX - MONSTROUS ' CRAW NG . ..

W PE TO
| NT. CAVE -- CONTI NUOUS

Mst swirls across the MARSH-|i ke fl oor of an enornous
CAVE. The m st open to reveal: A giant glistening
EGG  Sonet hing I NSIDE wants out. The egg jerks,
rolls forward, bunping up against a G ANT reptilian
TALON. PULL BACK TO REVEAL: The talons are the feet
of a per-historic BIRD - TOMNERI NG over her nest of
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eggs. Peck, peck, peck! As a vicious netallic BEAK
pokes through the shell..

END TEASER

ACT ONE

JAY (V.0)
.1 don't believe this guy!

| NT. DORM COMMVON ROOM -- EVEN NG

The Titans Gang "hanging out": THERESA and JAY are
astounded at ODIE' S dexterity of thunmb, as he plays
a new GAME BOY type devi se.

JAY
(Over (die's shoul der)
- He's got thunbs of steel.

As Odie drills away on the GAME with his thunb.

JAY (CONT' D)
Fi fteen hundred credits! How does
he do it?

As a "victory march" beeps from Gdie's Gane.

THERESA
He doesn't have a life - that's how
he does it.

oDl E

(non- pl uss)
You guys are just jealous...

Zappp! Wth a smirk, Odie runs up another hundred
poi nt s.

TV HOST (O S.)
...And wel come to "FROM LOCSER TO
LORD". .

On the TV, a slick HOST stands in front of two life
size CUT-QUTS: The first, a sloppy dressed 'dude,
the second - a shiny GQ type guy.

TV HOST ( CONT' D)
- The show where we take TH S..

He i ndi cates sl oppy cut-out:
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TV HOST ( CONT' D)
- And with our team of nake over
specialists - turnit into: TH' S -

He points at GQ cut-out. As he does: Archie who has
a plate with a triple-decker sandw ch bal anced on
his belly, burps, reaches past Neil for his soda -

and spills it all over him Neil |eaps up.
NEI L
Hey!
ARCHI E
(munchi ng)
Sorry. ..

Neils' shirt is stained with drink.

NEI L
This is a two hundred thread |inen
shirt - sheesh - why are you al ways
SO nmessy?
ARCHI E
(munchi ng)

" m not nessy...

He watches Neil frantically clean hinself.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
(grin)

You need to chill out 'dude.
NEI L
(angrily daubing
hi msel s)

And you need. ..

On the TV show. The SCHLUWPY guy is being fitted
Wth a suit jacket by a fussy FASH ON ADVI SER guy.
The advi ser steps back to admre.

FASHI ON ADVI SOR
Ch. . yes, yes, YES!

He appl auds. Schunpy guy | ooks sheepi sh.

NEI L
...Yyou need
(points to TV)
THAT.

ARCHI E
Huh?
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NEI L
- Alesson in style and class - by
an expert!
ARCHI E
(munchi ng hi s sandwhi ch)
Foget it! I'mperfect the way I am

But the grinis wped fromhis face, when he's greeted
by bl ank stares fromthe others. He |ooks at Atlanta.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
... Aren't |°?

Trying not to - Atlanta takes in Archie's nessy
attire.

ATLANTA
Un .well ..

Beat. Theresa junps up.

THERESA
(ever the diplomat)
Hey - let's order sone pizza!
Strangely - they ALL rush for the YELLOW PAGES. "good
| dea" "VWhich one should we call" etc.

Archie slunps fromthe room

W PE TO

| NT. DORM WASHROOM - - CONTI NUOUS

Archie looking at hinself in the mrror. He frowns
at the stain on his T-Shirt.

ARCHI E
(to hinself)
"Lessons in style and class" Huh.

But IN THE M RROR: he sees Atlanta's | ook of
di sapproval .

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
Hmn Maybe | do need a few | essons. ..

He junps: Neil's FACE |oons large in the mrror next
to him- grinning.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
VWha...?
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NEI L
- And I"'mjust the man to coach you
my friend!

Archi e | ooks horrified.

CUT TO
| NT. CAVE -- CONTI NUOUS

CRONUS steps into a shaft of LIGAT. M ST swirling
around his legs. He |ooks up: THE MOTHER BI RD, | owers
her razor-sharp netallic beak to one of her

HATCHLI NGS. Li ke Di sney gone grotesque - the

hat chl i ng playfully ducks under her wing. In
response, the Mdther 'ruffles' her wngs - revealing
even nore EGGS deposited at her feet. Cronus smles.

CRONUS
(TO MOTHER)
Hm - | see you've been 'busy'.
Excellent. ..

He | ooks down: ANOTHER hatchling is crawing from an
egg. A TALON protrudes fromthe shell.

CRONUS ( CONT' D)
(To Mot her)
Now - have you ever considered letting
your children join the circus...?

CUT TO
I NT. NEIL'S ROOM -- LATER

Archie and Neil, standing in front of a full-length
M RROR. A hotel -type CLOTHES RACK is parked near by,
CRAMVED with Neil's "ensenbles" etc. Archie is in

the mdst of a "nmmke-over" - hair plastered down,
tight suit and shoes. VERY unconfortable. Fussing
around Archie, Neil is in his elenent.
NEI L
(adm ring)

Well, you' re |lookin" "stylin" - but
we need. .. nore.

ARCHI E
Mor e?

NEI L
Looks aren't everything.
( MORE)
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NEI L ( CONT' D)
| f you wanna | ook cultured, you've
gotta BE cultured. Trust nme - the
"Renai ssance Dude" thing? Chicks
LOVE it.

ARCHI E
They do?

Neil tightens the tie, chocking Archie. But Archhie
breaks away, excited. Sonething has caught his eye.
He snatches up t he NEWSPAPER

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
The circus!

NEI L
What ?

He hol ds up the AD:

ARCHI E
(reads)
"CIRCUS OF THE | MPCSSI BLE'! A
spectacle of circus skills, theatrics
and dance.
(excited)
That's "art' isn't it?

NEI L grabs the paper. Fromhis POV we SEE: A pic of
the Grcus: Avirtual 'city' of spired Tents.

NEI L
Sure - if you like clowns on little
bi kes. ..

ARCHI E
(grabbi ng the paper
back)
No, no. This is classy! Atlanta's
gonna | ove this.

Whoops!
NEI L
(rai sed eyebrow
Atl anta?
ARCHI E
Un.well..yeah..if she wants to tag

al ong. .
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Ar chi e bl ushes.

W PE TGO
EXT. "ClIRCUS OF THE | MPCSSI BLE" SI TE -- EVEN NG
ATLANTA (O.S.)
Ww - | can't believe you got these
seats for free Archie...
CUT TGO

I NT. "Cl RCUS OF THE | MPCSSI BLE" MAI N TENT -- CONTI NUOUS

Archie, Atlanta - with Neil in behind them- settling
into their seats. The MAIN TENT is HUGE, with an
audi ence of thousands. Archie is now done up to the
‘nines'- Neil style.

ATLANTA
(nout h open)
... These nust be the nobst expensive
in the house -

(gi ggl es)
| nmean - 'Tent'.
ARCHI E
(gl ance at smrking
Nei |)
Yeah. Some quy...| did a favour

for..um..gave themto ne. Thought
you might like to -

NEI L
(cutting in)
"Tag al ong" ?

ATLANTA
(excited)
| LOVE the circus!

Big grin fromArchi e when she inches closer - then
suddenly -

ARCHI E
(over-casual)
It's okay, | guess.

He's struggling to breath through his tight tie.

ATLANTA
(concer ned)
Maybe you shoul d | oosen that knot?
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Archie goes to - but Neil slaps his hand away.

NEI L
That's a "wi ndsor knot" - don't ness
w th perfection!

Atlanta waits for Archie to protest. He doesn't.
She | ooks di sappoi nted. She's about to say sonething
but is cut off by:

PULSATI NG THEME MJSI C, cuing a fantastic LI GHT SHOW
Bringi ng the audience's attention to: CENTER RI NG

Rl SI NG FROM THE BELOW THE FLOOR: Sonet hi ng t hat | ooks
i ke a MONOLITH. A STRUCTURE drapped in satin. The
satin slips away, revealing a magnificent GOLD Bl RD
CACE - illiciting gasps fromthe audience. 1In the
center of the Cage, surrounded by DOVES is MEPH STO -
MASTER OF THE BIRDS! The Sanme man we saw in the
Teaser. He stretches his arns out.

MVEPHI STO
(boom ng t hrough
m cr ophone)
Ladi es and gentlenen: | give you -
the Ball et of The Skies!

H s "Ballet of The Skies" is a stunning visual
display. The birds seemto flow around him It's
breat h-taking. He scoops two Doves up in his hands
and whi spers to them Wth that - they fly up and
around, roll, and I and on his shoul ders.

The Final e: Mephisto i sues comands - and the doves
evel ope himlike a cloak. The lights snap off. On
again - and MEPH STO is gone. The crowd junps to
Its feet.

CUT TO
EXT. CIRCUS MAIN TENT -- MOVENTS LATER

The crowd dispersing. Archie and Atlanta chatter
excitedly.

ARCHI E
VWhoaa - was that cool, or what?

ATLANTA (O. S.)
- It's alnost |ike he can actually
talk to them..
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Achi e does an el aborate inpression of Mephi sto.

ARCHI E
(arnms wavi ng: phony
accent)
.1 give you - the ballet of the
ski es!!

Archie and Atlanta laugh - till Archie catches Neil's
eye. Neil shakes his head in disapproval as if to
I ndicate "Not Cool". At this, Archie stiffens again.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
(snooty tone to Atl anta)
Yeah - but it's just a bunch of dunb
tricks wwth birds. Let's split.

He strides off, Atlanta frowns.

ATLANTA
(uder her breath)
...l think I prefer the 'sloppy’
Archie to "M ster Stuck-Up'..

NEI L
(Hears this)
Well - get use to it babe.

ATLANTA
Babe?!!

She's about to expl ode, but sonething catches her

eye: Her POV: Striding towards a FLAP under the Min
Tent: Mephi sto.

ATLANTA ( CONT' D)
(calling after the
guys)
There's Mephisto! You know - |'ve
just gotta neet him..

Before Neil and Archie can protest, she runs off.

ARCHI E
(weak call after her)
What about the After Show ' npck-
tails? ...?

Neil swats him

CUT TO



11. COIT "Bird Man of A ynpus" Drft One/ MIdiner/Jan 3 '05 11

| NT. BELOW MAI N CI RCUS TENT -- CONTI NUOUS

Atlanta slips through the FLAP: Instantly, it's as
I f she's in another world. Stepping through Slats
of shadows thrown fromthe enor nous WOODEN STRUTS
supporting the seating above - al nbst cavernous.
She shakes off the uneasy feeling and steps in...

As she noves through the dark:

MEPHI STO
You' ve served ne well ny beauties...

Suddenly Atlanta can make out a shaft of LIGHT - she
ducks behind a strut: Her POV: The G| ded Cage with
numer ous Doves. Nearby - anot her BULKY SHAPE, covered
in SATIN. Fromit -

SFX: DI SORTED, OTHER- WORLDY ' SQUAVKI NG

MEPHI STO ( CONT' D)
...But your time with me has ended.

Mephi sto steps into the |light and up to the BULKY
SHAPE. He raises his hand and the satin cover slips
off to reveal: ANOTHER CAGE. But this one constructed
of heavy wood. It | ooks THOUSANDS of years ol d.

Atl anta cathes her breath when she sees what's IN

the ancient cage: TWO BIRDS of a kind she's never
seen: Razor-tipped netallic beaks and tal ons. They
stretch their wings and netal tips flash in the |ight.
At their feet, in sawdust - lay several glistening
giant EGES - One of themis hatching.

Mephi sto opens the door of the DOVE cage. For a beat -
silence: Then SQAWKKKKK! Fromthe Metallic Birds.

In one novenent, the DOVES take frantic flight -

like a tornado in reverse - funnelling up through

the Cage 'drop', up into the Main Tent. Atlanta

| ets out an audi ble gasp. The two Birds and Mephisto
turn in her direction as...

SHOCK CUT TGO
EXT. CI RCUS MAIN TENT -- CONTI NUCUS

Archie and Neil wal king away fromthe now enpty C rcus
site. The sound of the fleeing doves nakes them
spi n round.
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The Doves erupt like a volcano through the top vent
of the Main Tent - trailing |ike a jet cloud across
t he ni ght sky.

ARCHI E

NEI L
(flat)
That's not good, is it...?

CUT TO
| NT. BELOW MAI N CI RCUS TENT -- CONTI NUOUS

Wth the sane alert expressions, the Birds and
Mephi sto - peer into the dark, as Atlanta presses
back agai nst the wooden Strut. Mephisto takes a
step in her direction...

CRONUS (O. S.)
| don't believe |'ve ever enjoyed
the Crcus so nuch -

Mephi sto turns: Into his light steps a grinning
CRONUS. He offers a forearmto one of the Birds.
The Birds just squawk viciusly at him

CRONUS ( CONT' D)
(shrugs)
Hm .
(to Mephi sto)
You're a true showran Mephisto - or,
should I say - Mel anpus?!

ANGLE ON ATLANTA.

ATLANTA
(whi sper)
" Mel anmpus' ?

MEPHI STO' MELAMPUS
(bowi ng)
- Yes Master.

CRONUS
(i ndcating the Birds)
And |I"'mdelighted you agreed to
i ntroduce sone 'new bl ood' into the
per f ormance -

Again, Cronus attenpts to touch the Bird. Again it
spits at him Until Mephisto/ Ml anpus puts a hand
toit's head - which seens to settle it instantly.
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CRONUS ( CONT' D)
- Only your ancient magi c can control
the Stynphalian Birds - and conmand
themto do MY bi ddi ng!

Horrified, Atlanta steps back - knocking a discarded
HAMVER onto the floor. She freezes. Cronus,
Mephi st o/ Mel anpus spin round. The birds, suddenly
alert to a threat. |In panic, Atlanta goes to retrieve
the hamrer, trips - kicking it out into the |ight.

Cronus grins down as it spins to a stop at his feet.

CRONUS ( CONT' D)
(to Mephi st o/ Mel anpus)
They must be quite hungry by now. |
suggest it's tinme for - LUNCH!

MEPHI STO' MELAMPUS
(To birds - perhaps
i n Anci ent Language)
Attack!!!

The two STYMPHALI AN BIRDS fly towards Atl anta at
breat h-t aki ng speed. She ducks, and the birds SLAM
i nto the HEAVY v SHAPE struts above her head. The
wood splinters - but the Birds are unharned. They
rear back - stabbing at her through the gap - but
there's not enough room for two.

Like a cat, Atlanta rolls backwards into the shadows -
her WRI ST- LASER CROSS BOW at the ready. A novenent

ri ght behind, has her spin round - Crossbow poi sed
ready.

ARCH E (O.S.)
... Sheesh - you could hurt soneone
with that.

He jerks his head into a shaft of light, grinning.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
You probably want sonme help, right?

She's about to respond, when a pair of TALONS sweeps
over her head.

ATLANTA
Ahhhhh!

She dives out of the way.
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NEI L
(joining Archie)
- 1'd take that as a "yes"...

They both | eap across a gap in the Struts - all three
Titans nowin the light - back to back - as the
STYMPHALI I AN BIRDS circle around them jabbing wth
razor beaks.

Atlanta: In rapid succession she fires her |aser-
crossbow. But as quick as she is, the Birds are

qui cker - and she can't hit a target. One bird dives
toward her. She catapults over it, spins and fires -
but the bird is gone...already hovering over Archie -
Tal ons fl ashi ng.

Armed with the Haephaestus Wi p, Archie cracks it

Wi th precison - the bird backs off a nonent, but the
second bird is alnobst on himfrom behind - he spins
round - this tinme the whip nakes contact.
SquawwwwwwKKKK!

Meanwhi l e, Neil finds hinself weaponless. Until he
backs up agai nst an ol d, discarded Cl RCUS TRUNK.
Looki ng for ANYTHI NG he can use, he flips open the
lid and grabs a DIABOLO. He flings that at one of
the Birds. It bounces off. The bird dive bonbs
him In panic he reaches in for sonething else - a
Bl G FLOPPY CLOAN SHCE.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
Huh?

The bird is alnost on him- he winds up and WACKS it
across the head with the shoe - the bird winces in
pai n.

Meanwhi l e - the Hatchling has discarded its shell

and, it too is ready to feed. Mephisto/ Ml enmpus shouts
a command - the young Bird rockets towards Atl anta.
She fiddles with the Laser Crossbow - but the bird
rans into her. She's on the ground, the |ethal beak

I nches fromher face. The bird rears up for the

kill, as -

Archie and Neil noving as one - football-tackle-
dive for the Hatchling, sending it sprawing.
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But the OTHER two birds see their chance - they swoop -
scooping Archie, then Neil - up in their talons,
i ke a couple of flapping sal nons.

ARCHI E/ NEI L
Ar ggghhhhhh!

In seconds they are being carried up through the
"“drop" towards the Upper Vent.

Atl anta sees her chance - and rolls under a dense
forest of struts. 1In a nonent - she's gone. The
Hatchling circles in frustration. Cronus turns on
Mephi st o/ Mel anpus.

CRONUS
VWhere have the birds taken the Titans?

MVEPHI STQ' MELAMPUS

(smling)
Back to the nest of course - the
young ones wi Il need feedi ng now.

He turns back to the cage - several MORE eggs are
now hatching. He alnost has paternal tears in his
eyes.

VEPHI STO' MELAMPUS ( CONT' D)
But what of the girl? Wn't she
brings others?

CRONUS
(grins)
Undoubtedly - and the nore the
merrier!
END ACT ONE
ACT TWO

EXT. ESTABLI SHI NG SHOT, OLYMOUS HI GH -- EVEN NG

SEX: SQUAVKI NG OF YOUNG HATCHLI NGS - SOUND TRANSI T1 ON
| NTO. CACOPHONY OF BI RD SONGS AS WE -

CUT TO
| NT. HERAS AVI ARY, OLYMPUS HI GH -- CONTI NUOUS
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ANGLE ON : BEAUTI FUL PLUMED BI RD..
As HERA places it gently on a tree |inb.

ATLANTA (O S.)
- I'"ve never seen anything like this -

Hera turns to face the frantic Atlanta, who's just
finished telling the story to a dunb-struck ODI E,
JAY, HERRY and THERESA. CHI RON | ooks on.

HERA
(Centle to Atl anta)
Cal m yoursel f. .

ATLANTA

(paci ng)
- They're like...flying razor bl ades!

Hera guides Atlanta to a seat, but she springs to
her feet again.

CHI RON
(t hought ful)
| ndeed.

THERESA
(to Chiron)
You know what these things are,
Chi ron?

A | ook passes between Chiron and Hera - Chiron
conti nues.

CH RON
- The STMPHALI AN Bl RDS. Creatures
t hat al nost destroyed the Ad
Hercules. A form dabl e foe.

HERRY
(concerned, to Chiron)
Ckay - but - the Titans can take 'em
out, right Chiron?

CHI RON
| admre your resolve Herry - but
there is only one man who can contro
t hese Birds: Mel anpus -

ATLANTA
"Mel anpus"? That's what Cronus
started calling this Mephisto guy!

Chi ron shakes his head at this.
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CHI RON
If that is true...this tinme, Cronus
has assenbl ed a fearsone force..

W PE TO
| NT. BELOW MAI' N CI RCUS TENT -- CONTI NUQUS

In the nmurky darkness, Mephisto/ Ml anpus is tending
to the injured Bird. Around him- hatchlings break
t hrough their shells...

CH RON (O S.)
... For only Mel anpus was given the
magi ¢ to converse with all manner of
beasts. ..

Mephi st o/ Mel anpus pi cks up a hatchling, and coos
affectionately at it.

CHI RON ( CONT' D)
- and they will do his every
bi ddi ng. . .

Mephi st o/ Mel anpus grinning denonically as the vicious
creature nuzzles agai st his chest.

W PE BACK TO
I NT. HEAR S AVI ARY, OLYMPUS HI GH -- CONTI NUOUS

ATLANTA
- But where have they taken Archie
and Neil ?

CHI RON

Sonmewhere close by - but hidden..

Chiron's theory is interrupted by: BEEPING It's
Qdie fiddling with the display on his PVMR [t's
flashing a sequence of nunbers.

oDl E
- 1"l say.
(beam ng proud)
|"ve just locked into their position
utilizing the GSP function on their

PVMR S
(aside to Atlanta)
- Abrilliant little addition, if |

say so nysel f..

H s POV: The DI SPLAY: an oscillating digital 'rough'
of Mount ai n | andscape.
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0Dl E ( CONT' D)
They're in the nountains. Cose by -
but novi ng FAST.

CLOSE UP: The GSP display on Odie's PVMR A grinning
(die relected init's face.

CH RON (O S.)
As | postul ated: The Birds sel dom
nest far fromtheir Hunting G ound.

JAY
A 'nest'? Geat!

CHI RON
..l suggest that sonewhere in the
Mountai n there exists an inpenetrable
MARSH. It is there they will feel
safest to raise their young.

THERESA
Their 'young'? - you nean there's
gonna be nore of then?

CHI RON
Their strength IS their nunbers.

JAY
You nean - apart from SWSS arny
kni ves for beaks?
(flat)
This is gonna be fun..

oDl E
(More buttons pushing)
Yeah - all we hafta do now - is go
get 'em

OVER TH S:

NEIL & ARCHE (O S.)
- Ahhhhhhggggggg99ggggg! -

CUT TO
EXT. VOLCANI C MOUNTAIN TOP -- N GHT

Scream ng | i ke banshees - Neil and Archie are held
tight by the Stynphalian Bird's Tal ons, as they break
t hrough C oud and plumet into the Mouth of the
Mount ai n: Hundreds of feet down a sheer rock shaft...
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CUT TO
| NT. VOLCANI C MOUNTAI' N TOP/ MARSH - - CONTI NUOUS

- Fromway too high - Neil and Archie are dropped
uncerenoni ously. They tunble through a |ayer of

M ST, landing - thankfully - on soft, Marshy ground.
And pronptly - start to sink. And sink. Wen the
mud/ mar sh reaches their chests, they stop sinking.
Eyes wide - they | ook round: Nothing, except - in

t he shadows: the CHI LLI NG ECHO of countl ess
Stynpahlian Birds...

NEI L
(gaggi ng on mnud)
What ever happens - this is gonna
cost a fortune in dry-cleaning..

DI SSCLVE TQO
EXT. H LL TOP ABOVE CIRCUS SITE -- N GHT

O E (O S.)
(Voi ce on PMR)
...Jay - I'"'mnot sure | agree with

splitting into teans...

WE MOVE IN ON: Jay and Theresa, | ooking down on the
Crcus site: Jay surveying the scene through
bi nocul ars. .

JAY
(to die on PWR
What ? You need nme to hold your hand?

You find Archie and Neil - we'll
check out this Melanpus dude. .
O E (OS.)

Great. W do the dangerous stuff -
you get to take in a show with your
girlfriend..you know, | think we...

Theresa grabs her PMR

THERESA
(Very sharp)
i e!

oDl E
(beat)
Ckay - see ya later
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dick.

THERESA
(itgnoring Jay's grin)
Let's just do this, shall we?

She noves off.

CUT TO
EXT. VOLCANI C MOUNTAI N TOP -- CONTI NUOUS

Appr oaching the the w ndswept SUWM T. Cdie, Herry
and Atl anta, weighed down with clinbing gear.

(di e drops his pack, pulls sonething fromthe side
conpartnment: A Short, barrel shaped DEVISE - lights
runni ng up and down.

HERRY
So what's that - a coffee fl ask?

(di e shoots hima | ook as he fingers his new
I nvention.

oDl E
- Atad nore conplex than that ny
friend...

The DEVI SE opens to reveal conplex innards - circuit,
etc. Odie punches in sone nunbers on a mni keyboard.

ODl E (CONT' D)
- A new foe requires a new weapon -
and THI' S one uses the principles of
Phonons. . .

HERRY
"Phonons" ?

oDl E
(lost in the details)
...a wave which passes |like a ripple
t hrough a solid, causing a nonentary
di spl acenent of atons..

HERRY
- Just tell us what it does, Cde!
oDl E
(blink)
Ch. Well - basically it's a "noise

maker"
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ATLANTA
- noi se maker?
oDl E
Yes, but one - |I'mconvince - will

seriously ness wth our netallic-
feathered friends! This is gonna be
a walk in the park...

A MONSTROUS squawk/roar cuts himoff: It seens to
have conme fromthe PEAK | oom ng ahead of them A
Peak, shrouded in boiling red mist illumnating the
bl ack sky. Odie GULPS.

CUT TO
| NT. VOLCANI C MOUNTAI' N TOP/ MARSH - - CONTI NUOUS

Nei | and Archie 'wading' through the goop - but
getting nowhere. Suddenly - salvation! A |arge,

grey 'rock' to grab hold of. Archie reaches for it.
As he does - it SPLITS down the center - and a

metal lic BEAK jabs through. Archie recoils in horror.
Behi nd his head - ANOTHER egg is cracking. Before
they know it: half-dozen, new "Hatchlings" are zeroing
i n on them wading through the nud - hungry to tuck
into the surprise "norsels” . The boys try to "sw ni
away - but the marsh holds them|i ke noll asses...

Two hatchlings are within 'snacking' distance - razor

beaks inches fromNeil's face when - they suddenly
turn on each other, each determned to claimthe
prize. In a nonent, all the hatchlings are pecking

at each ot her.

NEI L
Whaooo!

- As Archie has himby the collar.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
.\VWha...?

ARCHI E
Over here!

Wth super human strength, Archie drags/pushes Nei
t hrough the thick marsh to a narrow CREVISE in the
ROCK FACE. He shoves Neil into the tight space...

NEI L
.Hey - watch the 'threads'!
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ARCHI E
Never m nd about that - get in!

In the tight space, they're face to face, panting.

NEI L
You know, as we're spending this
"extra" tinme together - | have to

say: YQOU have got to learn to respect
your cl othes nore.

(over-serious)
Don't try to tell ne you haven't
heard the saying - "C othes Make The
Man."...?

Archie bites his |ip.

ARCHI E
(controll ed)
Can we...talk...about...this...later?

NEI L
(shrugs)
What ever. . .

Archie lets out a deep sigh.

CUT TO
| NT. BELOW MAI N CI RCUS TENT -- CONTI NUOUS

Jay and Theresa |l et the TENT FLAP cl ose behi nd t hem
Their flashlights take in a WALL of strutts and heavy
support beans in front of them For a second, both
seem nervous about continuing. Then:

JAY
(det erm ned)
Ckay. Let's "rock n' roll"

THERESA
(flat)
Do people still say that...?

They nove off, as they do, Jay bangs his head on an
over head strut.

JAY
O

THERESA
Good start. ..
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OFF. JAY RUBBI NG H S HEAD.

CUT TO
I NT. VOLCANI C MOUNTAI N - ROCK SHAFT -- CONTI NUCUS

Hangi ng |i ke spiders fromthe rock face: Odie, Herry
and Atlanta. Herry gives the signal - and the three
propel down their ropes.

Qdie's POV: As they drop down into the cave/ marsh
proper - His powerful FLASHLI GHT cutting through the
M st - The Marsh: huge, sliny, and creepy. For a
nonent, they hang there again, taking it in.

oDl E
s this a bad tinme to nention ny
fear of...dark, creepy places?

His flashlight catches Atlanta's steely response.

ODl E ( CONT' D)
(qui et)

- | guess not.
W PE TO
| NT. BELOW MAI' N Cl RCUS TENT -- CONTI NUOUS

Jay and Theresa, deeper into the Labyrinth - the
shadows seemi ng to nove around them as if they're
alive and there's sone other force at work down here.

Every 'tunnel' - 'cross-over' under the seating -
| ooks exactly |ike the previous.
THERESA
(whi sper)

We m ght have to re-think this - cos
" mconpletely |ost.

JAY
(1 ooki ng past her)
Yeah - nmaybe we shoul d rethink
this...but not because we're | ost.

Theresa follows his gaze: To the open area where
Atl anta had encountered Mephisto/ Mel anpus earlier:

But THIS tinme - Mephisto/ Melanpus is tending at | east
a DQOZEN Stynphalian birds, who have hatched in the
nmeanti nme, and seemto grow bigger and stronger before
their eyes. The young birds peck and claw at each

ot her as Mephi st o/ Mel anpus smi | es on.
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He wi spers a command: They rise together, circle
briefly, and settle around himagain - like - a
bal | et .

JAY (CONT' D)
(to Theresa)
This joker's full of tricks.

THERESA
(more to herself)
He's not the only one..

But Jay is already checking in with Cdie.

JAY
(whi sper on PMR)
Odie. There's ...DOZENS of these
critters now

oDl E
(Over the PVMR to Jay)
..\Well - be careful down there..
(peers round in the
dar k)
- Looks like there's no one hone up
here. .

CUT TO
| NT. VOLCANI C MOUNTAI' N TOP/ MARSH - - CONTI NUOUS

(die, Herry and Atlanta drop the |ast few feet,
| andi ng on soft ground.

SEX:  SUCKI NG VET  SOUND.

oDl E
(to Jay)
- Wit -

The three Titans spin round, flashlights desperately
trying to find the source of the noi se.

ODl E ( CONT' D)
(whi sper)
VWhat | S that?

JAY (O.S.)
die...?

CUT TO
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| NT. BELOW MAI N CI RCUS TENT -- CONTI NUOUS

Jay tapping his headset. All he can hear is
‘crackling' static.

JAY
die...?
Not hi ng. Jay shoots Theresa a | ook that asks - "now
what ' s happened?"
CUT TO

| NT. VOLCANI C MOUNTAI' N TOP/ MARSH - - CONTI NUOUS

Qdie's flashlight reveals NEIL and ARCH E, still
clinging to the cervise, 'sgelching' as the fight to
stay above the swap. They blink pathetically in the
| i ght.

NEI L
(lifting a nmuddy | eqQ)
What took you so | ong, dudes?

oDl E
(sarcastic)
... W would have made it sooner, but
for some reason the three hundred
f oot rock-face sl owed us down!

ARCHI E
(grimace fromnud in
hi s pants)
Hey - cry me ariver, I"'mup to ny
"y-fronts" in nud here!

Neil is just about to grab Herry's hel ping hand - he
| ooks back.

NEI L
(horried - to Archie)
You wear 'Y-fronts'?

ARCHI E
(boi l'i ng)
- Don't even GO there pal!

Nei | shrugs, grabs Herry's hand.

ATLANTA
(to Archie)
Can we cut the bickering and get out
of here?
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Atl anta offers her hand to Archie - but macho - Archie
ignores it, hauls hinself out of the crevise. She
rolls her eyes.

Alert, Odie pulls out the SONI C BLASTER out at the
ready. Neil eyes it.

NEI L
VWhat ever that thing is - take ny
word for it - that's just gonna annoy
t hem ..

oDl E
Real ly? Well | think you'll find...

SEX: LOUD, | NHUMAN ROAR

The rescuers spin round, their lights searching for
t he source of the sound.

They find it: The beamof their lights nerge to nake
one big spotlight. In it: an ARW of Stynphalian

Bi rds: HUNDREDS of themall around the Titans....sone
rising up fromthe goop of the Marsh; sone perched

on tw sted vines. The rest, perched |ike vultures

al ong jagged rock surfaces - sone grotesquely preening
t hensel ves. Suddenly: Herry shifts his weight and
accidently drops his flashlight.

HERRY
Ch- oh.

But not hi ng happens. The birds continue preening.

HERRY ( CONT' D)

(whi spered sigh of
relief)
O kay then...

He takes a step forward. As he does - an enornous
SHADOW crosses him He | ooks up. Herry's POV: The
MOTHER BI RD. Meters high, beak |ike a scythe, talons
| i ke buzz-saws. She rears her head

and. . . SQOMAAAAAAAKKkKK! I'TT  Her cry is taken up by
her offspring - echoing deafeningly round the Marsh.
Then, as one - hundreds of black eyes, shift their

nmenaci ng gaze towards the three "intruders"...

END ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
| NT. BELOW MAI' N CI RCUS TENT -- NI GHT

Crawing on their bellies - Jay and Theresa scranbl e
closer to the light. Over their PVMR s, all can be
heard is static.

THERESA
Looks like we're on our own...

Jay grips his SWORD tighter.

They' ve squeezed under a thick, heavy cross-beam
SUDDENLY: A BLADE slices through the beam between
themlike butter - the two pieces crash down towards
their heads. Mving like |ightning, Theresa and Jay
roll out of the way.

CRONUS (O . S.)
...S0 nice of you to join us, we've
been expecting you!

Jay and Theresa | ook up: It's Cronus, towering over
them SICKLE, glinting in the shaft of 1ight.

JAY
(1 nchi ng away)
Li kewi se Cronus - it's always a
del i ght.
CRONUS

Such a pity your other young chuns
aren't here.

(mal evol ent grin)
But |1've got a feeling they' re being -

"entertained - somewhere el se.
THERESA
- W figured, you would be behind
all this.
CRONUS
(fal se nodesty)
Well, | can't take ALL the credit.

It's Mel anpus who really has a way
with our "feathered friends".

He steps back towards Ml anpus and the birds. The
birds now straining to be et | oose on Theresa and
Jay.
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CRONUS ( CONT' D)
...And 1'd love to offer you an hors
d' ouvres or sonething, but I'mrather
anxious to get on with - DESTROYI NG
YQOU!

He raises his SICKLE. The TWO BI RDS Mel anpus is

hol ding take to the air. They spin and swoop
downwards on the Titans, talons flashing. But Theresa
I's suddenly there in front of them - waving her hands
el aborately |i ke sone Vegas Magician. Confused, the
birds hover for a nonent - jabbing the air with

t heir beaks.

CRONUS ( CONT' D)
(1 aughi ng)
Surely not anoher pathetic display
of "kung-fu-ey, chop-suey!?"

JAY
Theresa. . .!

Wth a flourish, Theresa folds her hands - opens
them - revealing: TWO DOVES.

CRONUS
Very inpressive, but they won't
hel p. ..

The Doves take flight. Unable to resist - the two
Stynphalian Birds rocket after them zoomng in from
both sides. Theresa throws her arns w de, fingers
spl ayed, and just as suddenly - the Doves VAN SH.

The two Synphal i ans crash head on. There's a
PHWOOOP! As they explode in a cloud of netal

f eat hers.

Cronus and Mel anpus | ook on, stunned. Theresa w nks
at Jay proudly.

JAY
Now what ?

THERESA
(shaki ng her head)
Un - actually, that's the only new
trick I've worked out.

CRONUS
(snappi ng back)
- Kill them!!
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Mel anpus SHOUTS a conmmand and ALL the Stynphalian
Birds rise as one, bearing down on Theresa and Jay...

CUT TO
| NT. VOLCANI C MOUNTAI' N TOP/ MARSH - - CONTI NUQUS

Wth the Mother Bird's BEAK i nches from his head-
(die falls backwards - activating the SON C
BLASTER. . . BEEP! BEEP! BEEP! .

Even as he rolls backwards, he directs the 'sound
spray' around everything in sight. The '"wave' hits
the Mbther Bird and her brood full-on. For a noment,
It has a marked effect: MOTHER BI RD st aggers
backwar ds, scream ng...the OFFSPRING 'craw out in
pain, their cries echoing round the Marsh.

aDl E
Al -RI GHT!!

BUT, just as suddenly: The effect wears off - the
sound wave sonehow | osing all its power.

THE birds are - PEEVED. The Mdther Bird rears around
again towards CQdi e and "Squawks" out a conmmand to

her Young Ones. The Stypnphalians rise into the

air, going in for the kill...

Frantically, Odie activates the Bl aster again.
Not hi ng. Anad again. Nothing. He stands | ooking
dunbly up at the glistening beak of the Mot her
Bird...and is suddenly bow ed over by Herry.

HERRY
(Pushing Odue in front
of him To All)
Let's get out of here!

But it's too |ate. The rescuers are now the hunted -
and they're in the fight of their lives....

MONTAGE OF | NDI VI DUAL STRUGGELES:

- Atl anta: Manages to nail three brds with her |aser
wri st crossbow, but still they keep com ng. She
finds herself wedged between two rocks. An egg

hat ches behind her - the hatchling crawling out,
beak flashing - she nails that one too...



30. COIT "Bird Man of A ynpus" Drft One/ MIldiner/Jan 3 '05 30

- Archie in his own "ballet' wth the
birds...spining, falling, dodging - hitting his target
time and tinme again, but he's getting overwhel ned by
sheer nunbers. ..

-Herry: First, braining the diving birds with huge
rocks, finally - resorting to punching and ki cking
anyt hing that swoops near...

- Neil: Back in the crevise AGAIN, nmaking feeble
attenpts of his own to kick and punch at anything
that sticks its beak in...

- And (die - just running widly therough the marsh,
frantically trying to reconfiqure the Blaster as the
birds dive towards him..

Finally: Odie finds shelter between two rocks, and
punches in a new code for the Blaster. For a nonent,
a look of triunph. But the smle is wped fromhis
face when he | ooks up: The MOTHER BI RD agai n, ri ght
over his head. And everything about her novenent
says - THIStine it's personal.

oDl E
Ch- oh.

MOTHER BI RD
AVAMWIMAMWNANANNNNNAGCCCGHHHHH!

Her neter |ong beak, cuts through the dank air towards
his head. But he raises the Blaster and fires. And
it'"s like the hair is being ripped fromhis head...

A brain- -nunmbing SCHRILL vibrates 'round the cavern.
Instinctively, all the Titans hit the deck, clapping
hands over ears.

The BI RDS wheel wi dely, scream ng obscene squawks -

t he sound wave unbearable for them The MOTHER Bl RD,
crashes backwards through the nud - head rolling.
Qdie hits her with another blast. She spreads her
enor nous Wi ngs and charges him

HERRY

But Odie fires again: It's too nuch - she staggers
back, then spins on the spot - finding no escape.
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Instantly, the birds turn on each other. Metal beaks
and talons ripping into netal feathers. And suddenly -
| i ke a swarm of bees - the Ofsprings COVER t he MOTHER
BIRD - ripping into her...

She SCREAMS | N PAI N.

SOUND TRANSI TI O\ THE PAI NFUL SCREAM OF THE ' Cl RCUS
Bl RDS. . .

CUT TO
| NT. BELOW MAI N CI RCUS TENT -- CONTI NUOUS

Jay and Theresa, back to back - fighting the remaining
Stynmphalian Birds. Jay slicing the air with deadly
accurancy, Theresa turning any piece of sharp wood

she can find, into a deadly martial arts weapon -

but the birds are getting the better of them Till
suddenly -

These Birds two TURN ON EACH OTHER:
Horrified, Cronus turns to Mel anpus.

CRONUS
Fool - do sonet hi ng!

Mel anpus shouts a conmmand - but is suddenly knocked
flying by a diving Bird.

Enraged, Cronus raises his sickle and steps into the
flailing birds - slicing at them

CRONUS ( CONT' D)
(to Jay)
| have suffered your interference
for too long, Titan!

He swings the SICKLE. As he does - the birds turn
on HM He col |l apses under their weight.

CRONUS ( CONT' D)
Ar ghhhhhhh!

And, pinned by countless Talons. The Stynphal ain
Birds carry himaway -
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An undul ating cloud of black, spiralling up through
the center of the Tent....

CUT TO
EXT. SOVEWHERE I N THE MOUNTAINS -- MOMENTS LATER

- The sane birds carrying Cronus |ike an undignified
sack of potates -

CUT TO
| NT. VOLCANI C MOUNTAI N TOP/ MARSH

- The Mother Bird, crashing into the Marsh under the
wei ght of her ravenous children - and the Marsh,
bubbling, swirling - OPENING UP - swallow ng the

Mot her Birds and all the Stynphalain Birds in
one....as that happens:

CUT TO
EXT. SOVEWHERE | N THE MOUNTAI NS -- CONTI NUOUS

Cronus's birds squawk in madness/pain - and whirl
off into the black night - leaving Cronus to PLUMVET
to earth.

SPI NI NG ANGLE ON CRONUS tunbling in the dark.

CRONUS
NOOo 000000000

CUT TO
| NT. BELOW MAI N CI RCUS TENT -- CONTI NUOUS

A GROAN i n the darkness: Jay and Theresa spin round -
alert, ready to fight again. But into the |ight
stunbl es... Mephisto, the circus perforner, no | onger
in atrance. Battered and bruised - he | ooks around
at the ness.

VEPHI STO
(conf used)
...Did I mss the Matinee?

THERESA
Yeah - but don't worry - the show
"killed anyway...
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She w nks at Jay, who smles weakly back.

CUT TO
EXT. DEEP FOREST - DAWN

The forest awakening at dawn. Pale shafts of sunli ght
through the trees: Sonething |like a BEAR seens to

be CRASHI NG t hrough the undergrow h: Suddenly whatever
It is - steps into OPENING It's CRONUS, covered
with 'forest debris' fromhis fall. He hacks at the
tree linmbs with his sickle, grunting audibly.

SEX - BIRDS SI NG NG

He | ooks up: Two DOVES coo down at himfroma high
limb. He |looks at them- his face boiling red...

DI SSCLVE TQO
I NT. CI RCUS MAIN TENT -- EVEN NG

CENTRE RING A troupe of CLOMWNS is performng a
traditional slap-stick routine: Lots of running around
wi th huge buckets of wall paper PASTE - tripping on

pl anks, etc. The capacity CROAND is lapping it up.

VWE PAN al ong the FRONT RON ALL the TITANS are there -
havi ng a thoroughly good tine...except: W STOP at
Neil, who's scribbling furiously in a large, slick
NOTEBOOK. Theresa notices this.

THERESA
Neil - what are you doi ng?
NEI L
(not | ooking up from
writing)
Well, 1've been thinking. Wth ny
encycl opedi ¢ know edge of "fashion
and lifestyle", it's redicul ous ne

handing out little tit-bits of advise
to Archie here and there. So - here
it is...

He turns to the surpised Archie next to him

NEI L ( CONT' D)
... ALL your fashion faults - and how
to correct them- in one convenient
vol unme -
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He goes to hand it to Archie, but Atlanta snatches
It away.

ATLANTA
That's enough Neil. No MORE | essons!

She tosses the notebook over the side, shoves Neil's
PEN i nto his shirt breast pocket.

ATLANTA ( CONT' D)
| think Archie is just fine the way
he is.

At this, Archie blushes - so does Atl ant a.

NEI L
Fine. GCkay - well...that's the LAST
time | ever give free advise to a
fashion victim

He turns back to the SHOW Hi s eyes WDE w th sudden
TERROR.

Neils POV: Two terrifying 'Stephen King: type cl owns
on little BICYCLES - carrying an enornous BUCKET of
wal | paper paste - thunder towards him They hit a
PLANK - the bucket rises in the air right over Neil's
head -

NEI L ( CONT' D)
(recoiling in horror)
No - nmy linen shirt!!!

- And enpties....shredded pieces of white paper over
him The crowd goes w | d.

Nei |l stands and takes a bow. The crowd roars wth

| aughter. Neil takes this as neaning "they | ove ne"
and bows again. Mre laughter. Suddenly - Theresa

IS tugging at his knee. She's pointing at his shirt.
He gl ances down: A large BLACK ink spot is spreading
aross his beloved shirt.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
Ch, nol

He scows at Atlanta. Atlanta shrugs.
FADE OUT
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Contact: Leslie@esliem|diner.Com

WAV LESLI EM LDI NER. COM
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